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(i) 
A 


VINDICATION 


: OF THE 


ChurchofEngland, «. 


The INTRODUCTION. 


2 Here is nothing more frequent among thofe of the 

+" + Rowsfh Communion, than to charge thoſe of the 

Reformation with the guilt of Schiſm and Flere- 

fre. They Blacker us with hoj od:ous names of Schifma 

tick aud Heretick ; and though we do publickly declare 

eur abhorrawe of thoſe Crimes, and difavoiw Both the 

nane and thing ; yet muſt we be repreſented as fach, and 

xader that Charatter be expofertt to the World. | 

Whether this charge be jaff or mjaſt, will appear by 

k the ſequel of this Difconrfe. But whetherſoever it be, 
certain it is, that it is ynuy taken for granted among 

them, that we are ſuch, 4 late Anthour of theirs, in 

y anfwer to this Qae/tion, Why are you a Cartiolick'? ha- 
| wing (as he thinks) charged theſe Crimes home aps 
| Proteſtants, at length, famms ap his harangge itt theſe 
| wor os, p; 12. © Now i? being impoſſible for Proteſtants to 
| * excafe, muel) befs 10 fuſtifketherr manifeſt Schiſm, t0 what" 
** Pur pofe 3s it t0-enter into debate with them aboat particu- 

A 2 * lar 


(2) 

© lar points of Doftrine > As long as the charge of Schiſm 
* ſubjiſts, uncleared by them, and this Schiſm grounded 
«* ou pretended dangeroug errors in the Catholick Church, 
« being Schiſmaticks, they are Hereticks too, a d ſo con- 
* demned by themſelves, and conſequent ly not to be heark- 
* ned to, when they would raiſe particular Controverſies ; 
* ſince this one general Controverſie determines againſt 
* them all particular debates. 

And now who would not think that here were a fair 
end put to_all debates, between the Church of Rome and 
us 2. for if we be really Schiſmaticks, \and our Schiſm ſo 
manifeſt that it will admit of no excuſe, much leſs of any 
juſtification ; then this Gentleman is in the right, that it 
z to little purpoſe to enter into debate with us about par- 
ticular points of Doftrine. But if we be not only Schiſ- 
maticks but Hereticks too, then ought we not to be hearks« 
ned to in any particular p Jena whatſoever. 

But if this Gentleman ſhould happen to be miſtaken in 
all this, and that we are neither Schiſmatichs nor He- 
reticks ; but that our Separation from the Church of 
Rome #s not only excuſable, but juſtifiable too ; being 
grounded, not on pretended, but really dangerous errors, 
wot in the Catholick Church, but in the particular Church 
of Rome : then I hope we may ſtand upon even ground 
with them, and be admitted- to debate the matter in 
difference between us ; which if we be, as they hitherto 
have done, ſo I hope they always will find us ready to 
Rand the ſhock, and make good our ground. 

As for the Crimes they charge us with, we have as 
reat, it may be agreater abhorrence of them than the 
| br - let them draw them in the moſt frightfull ſhapes 
imaginable, let them expoſe them under the moſt Black 
and diſmal Charafter that is poſſible, yet can they not. re« 
preſent them worſe than we already think of them, So 
far are we from owning either the name or thing. We 

believe 
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believe they are moſt horrible fins, ſo dangerous and de- 
ſtruttive that Men are thereby out of the ordinary ways 
and means of Salvation ; they tear in pieces the Myſtical 
Body of Chriſt, and are an inlet to all thoſe miſchiefs that 
door can happen to the Chauroh of God. , And after ſuch 
a Declaration as this, can we be thought to believe our 
fetves guilty of them ? 

We are thus far agreed, that. Schiſm- and Herefie are 
dangerous ſins, deſtructive of the peace and order, the 
well-being at leaſt, if not the Being of God's.Church ; and 
ſuch fins as without a true and-timely Repentance will un- 
avoidably and eternally ruine thoſe that areguilty of them. 
Tt will therefore greatly concern all Perſons, as well Pa- 
piſts as Proteſtants; to-clear themſelves of theſe Crimes; 

To wipe off this ſcandal; which is ſo unjuſtly throws 
upon the Church of England, and thoſe in Communion with 
her, is the defign of theſe-Papers. And to effeit this, 1 
know no better way than. by laying-open the nature and 
true notion of theſe two Crimes, . v1z. Schiſm.. and Here- 
fie; and then —_ to whom: they are: applicable; 
This I ſhall endeavour to doe as briefly and as plainly as I ' 
can. But becauſe they are different Crimes, to avoid 
confufion, I ſhall confider them apart ; and in the firſt 
place ſhall begin with that of Schiſo, 
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—cLCT"E 
Of Schiſm in general. 


IM word Schifm in its original ſignification im- 
ports no - more- but only a Divition, Rent, or 
Breach ; and 'is more propert applicable unto things 
than Perſons. I could, if it-were neceffary, produce 
ſeveral inſtances out of prophane Authours, 'where it 
is thus uſed; but waving theſe, I ſhall at prefent of- 
fer you only one inſtance, in which our d Savi- 
our thus applies the. word. Mo Man, ſaith he, puts @ 
pizce +. of mem © Cloth | into an; olal Garmewt, for that 
ubich' 5s. pur- in taketh' from: the Garment, x, Mig 

{arcs yoeu(21, and the Revt or Breach is made worſe, 


t. 9.16. | 

When therefore we moet with this word-applied to 
Perſons, it is not properly, 'but Metephogyi uſed; 
importing a Diviſion among them, occaſioned by mil- 


underſtanding, diverſity of opinions, diſcontent, or 
otherwiſe. Now foraſmuch as every Diviſion ſup- 
poſes an Unity, and that Unity broken; it cannot be 
applied to ſingle Perſons, but Perſons in Society, who 


live in Communion with one another, and are obliged 

ſo to doe by ſome common Ties and Obligations. 
There are two great and eminent Societies in the 
Wertg,” viz. the Civil ang Fecleſiaſtical ; and both 
theſe are the Subjes of Sethiſm ; z.e. they are both 
liable to have their Unity broken, their Peace diſtur- 
bed, 


(3s) 
bed, and their Communion rent and ſhattered, if not 
diſſolved by evil ttembetrs. 

As for the fortfier, vzz. the Civil State, when, by 
ſome factious and ſeditious Members, Feuds and Ani- 
moſities are fomented z and+ by that means the Unity 
is broken, and the body divided into ſeveral parties ; 
then. doth. it labour under a dangerous Schiſm. We 
have an eminent inſtarice hereof in Holy _ » 
Writ ?' The Ten Tribes of Hfrael being vio "$213 %: 
lently rent and torn from the Fouſe of Da- 
uid, in the days of Rehoboam, Not ate we without 
4s great an inſtance in our own memories, arid in this 
Kingdom. Burt this is not the Schifm we are now to 
treat of. 

As for the other , viz. the Eccleſiaſtical State, it is- 
no leſs ſubjeft to it than the Civil, And hath been 
ſo much peftered therewith, that from the firſt foun- 
dation thereof untill this day, we can hardly name a 
time, {am ſure no long time, in which it did ever en- 
joy perfet Peace and Tranquillity. How much the 
Church of God is broken and divided, andcrumbled- 
into parties. and faQions at this day, is but too appa- 
rent ; and who can look. upon thoſe wounds and brui- 
ſes which ſhe hath received thereby, without melting 
into tears, and being overwhelmed with grief and for- 
row ? How great and crying their fin is, who have 
been the occaſion thereof, they will one day find, 
and ſeverely ſuffer for it, unleſs with the tears of trtie 
and unfeigned Repentance, they do in time waſh off 
the guilt of it, and by that means find favour with 
God. I pray God give us all grace ſeriouſly to conſli-- 
der what ſhare we have in the Church's Sufferings, 
and in our ſeveral places to make it our great and only. 
buſineſs to reſtore Peace and Unity thereunto. . 


SECT. 
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Of Schiſm in the Church, 


HIS is the Crime which by our Adverſaries 
is laid to our charge, and this is that which I 
have undertaken to vindicate the Church of England 
from. And it is high time to doeit, for on that ac- 
count they begin to ilook very ſcornfully upon us, 
and eſteem us no better than Heathens and Publicans. 
And 'we are roundly told, that whilſt our Schiſm ſub- 
ſiſts uncleared, it 1s-to no purpoſe to enter into debate 
with us about any particular points of Doctrine, nor 
are we to be hearkned to in any particular Contro- 
verſie. But if a bare accuſation without proof be a 
ſufficient Conviction, they may doe well to look to 
themſelves ; for there are thoſe who will not ſtick to 
charge them with the ſame Crime, and perhaps upon 
better grounds than they charge us; and if ſo, then 
their Argument may be retorted upon themſelves. 
But I do not think « bare Re-crimination ſufficient 
either to clear us, or burthen them, and therefore I 
have choſen another method, wiz. By laying open the 
Nature of Schiſm, and ſtating the Notion of it in fo 
large, plain ' and comprehenſive terms, that it may 
ealſly be applyed to thoſe who are guilty of it. And 
in purſuance of this method, I ſhall now preſent you 
with a Definition of Schiſm. | 


Definition 


X UM 


Ex 
Definition of Schiſm. 


Schiſm is a voluntary and cauſeleſs Separation 
from the Communion of a: Chriſtian Church of 
which we are Members. : 


This I take to be as large and comprehenſive a De- 
finition of Schiſm as they can juſtly require. By this 
we are Willing to be tryed, and if found guilty, to 
ſubmit to the Cenſure due to Schiſmaticks ; and would 
willingly hope ( though as yet we have no great rea- 
ſon for it ) that our Adverſaries will be ſo ingenuous 
t00. 
To put the matter therefore upon trial, I Thall take 
this Definition in pieces, and having laid the ſeveral 
parts before you proceed to diſcourſe of them feve- 


rally. | 


1. Schiſm is a Separation, 2. e. a breach of Unity, 
and dividing of fome well compacted Body. 

2. It is a Separation from a Chriſtian Church, 3. e. 
from ſuch a Society between which and us, there ei- 
ther is or ought to be a Religious Union and Conjun» 
ion ; for between Chriſtians and Fews or Turks, there 
can be no Schiſm, becauſe they are: not joyned toge- 
ther in any Religious Society. | 

3. It is a Separation from the Communion of that 
Church, in Faith, Worſhip and Government, under 
that notion, as they are bonds of Communion. | 

4. It is a voluntary 'and cauſeleſs Separation, 2. e. 
being neither forced aedes, nor having any ſuffici- 
ent cauſe or ground for ſo doing. 


5. It 


(8) 


5. It is a Separation from that Church of which we 
are Members, 5. e. which hath a juriſdiction over us, 
and to which we owe ſubjeRion and obedience. 


—_— _—__— 


bn 


SECT. I... 
L Schiſm 7s a Seperatian 


HE ward. Schiſm.naturally unports a Separati- 
on, and the word Separation, as na y un- 
plies a breach of Unity, in which conſiſts a good part 
of the Nefure of Schiſam. Yet are they not terms con- 
vertible, for though every Schiſm be.a tion, 
yetevery Separation. is not a Schiſm, in the ſtrift. no- 
tion of it, unleſs it be attended with all thoſe other 


it, then 1s it 

unlawiull, and by .no means exculable, much.leſs juſ- 
tifiable. The former of. theſe ſeems to be warran- 
ted by the expreſs Dodtrine of St. .Paul, who tells us, 
eos, That there can he wo fellowſbip between righ- 
14515,16,17; teouſneſs aud anrfgfeoy/neſs, or any Com- 


+ union between light, and neſs, nor any 
concord betweew Chriſt and Belial, nor any participation 
between a believer and an infidel, nor any agreement be- 
tween the Temple of God and Idols. And-t _ _ 

cludes, 
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cludes, Wherefore come ont from ambyug them, and be ye 
ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, 
and I will receive you. And the other ſeems to be as 
plainly condemned by the fame Apoſtle, who com- 
mands us to keep the Yuity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace, Eph. 4. 3. 

This may be farther illuſtrated by fome familiar 
inſtances. Suppoſe a _y of Thieves and Robbers, 
or any other fort of wicked men, united and linked 
together by ſome common ties , rules and laws , fra- 
med and devifed by themfelves, for the ſupport of 
their wicked Community ; if any one ſhould ſeparate 
himſelf from that Company, and. thereby not only 
break the Unity, but doe what in him lies to diſſolve the 
Society it felf ; would this be imputed to him as 3 
Crime? Or would it not rather be looked upon by all 
mankind as a good and generous, and in a ſober ſenſe 
asa meritorious At? Or ſuppoſe any particular Socie- 
ty of Men, though legafly eſtabliſhed , yet making 
the terms of their munion ſuch, as could not in 

and juſtice be complyed . with; if any one. 
ſhould ſeparate himfelf from that Society, would it be 
a. Crime in him? Or ought he not rather to be com- 
mended for it? But it is far otherwiſe in the Body 
Politique, which is the aggregation of afl particukr 
Perſons, and all particular lawfull Societies; If an 
one thall- ſeparate pi imſe]f therefrom, and thereby brea 
the Unity, and diſturb rhe Peace thereof; he will by 
atl Men'be judged guilty of Sedition and Treaſon: 
And the -rezfon is evident; becauſe in the two formes 
Cafes men have a greater liberty of judging and aQing, 
than they have in this. For thoſe at belt are bur the 
Ordimances of Men, but Government is the Ordinance 
of God ; And therefore though upon * juſt ground we 
may ſeparate from them, though it be ro the hazard of 
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their Peaceand Unity ; Yet can we have no juſt ground 
of Separation from this. For though the Governours 
may ſometimes happen to be wicked and ungodly Men, 
yet the Government till 1s ſacred, and it is not; for 
SubjeCts to. call their Sovereigns: to account; It 1s our 
duty to ſtudy and pray for the peace and ſafety, and 
to acquieſce in the rules and determinations thereof ; 
chuſing rather to ſuffer under it, than diſturb the Peace 
of it ; And if either through the ignorance-or'inadver- 
rency of thoſe in Authority there nappen any Male- 
adminiſtration in rhe Government, it 1s not the Gover- 
ned but the Governours, that ſtand accountable to God 
for it. | OL, 
And thus it is in the Church : Let us ſuppoſe a num- 
ber of Schiſmaticks and Hereticks who have banded 
themſelves together, and formed themſelves into a 
Society under the ſtrifteſt Rules and Laws they could 


deviſe, as the Donatiſts and Novatians of old . did. If 


any one ſhould ſeparate himſelf from their Communi- 
on, and return into the boſome of the Church ; This 
certainly would never be imputed to him as. a Crime. 
Or ſuppoſe a particular Church, though lawfully :con- 
ſtitured, and eſtabliſhed under lawtull Governours, 
ſhould make the terms of her Communion. ſuch, as 
that her Neighbour Churches could not without fin 
and danger hold Communion with her ; would a Se- 
paration in this caſe be adjudged a Schiſm 2 Or would 
it not rather be look'd upon as their duty and intereſt 
to withdraw from her? But it is far otherwiſe: in the: 
One, Holy, Catholick and Apoſtolick Church; for- 
though there may be ſome reaſons to warrant a Sepa- 
ration from thoſe; yet can there be no reaſon why we 
ſhonld ſeparate from Her. And the reaſon is evident, 
becauſe ſhe being founded by God, and having his 
promiſe for her preſervation, can never give any OCca-. 

N. 
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ſon thereof. Whoſoever therefore ſeparateth from Her, 
puts himſelf out . of. the ardinary ways .and means of 
Salvation, and becomes guiltyof the greateſt and mo 
dangerous Schiſm. 

By this time , I hope, 'tis evident, that though 
every” Schiſm import a Separation, yet every Separati- 
on doth not make a Schiſm. Nor is it every Unity 
that we are to be ſo tender of, but only the Catholick 
Unity of God's Church. And now let us apply this to 
our. preſent Caſe. | 

. Weare charged with Schiſm by the Church of Rome, 
becauſe we have ſeparated from her Communion. 
Though this might ſafely be denyed, and it might. 
perhaps upon better grounds be faid, that the hathr ſe- 
parated from us, not we from Her ; yet for the pre- 
ſent we'll admit of it, and give her this reaſon for it ; 
We have ſeparated. o_ Her, becauſe ſhe hath made 
the terms of her- Communion ſuch, as, till they are 
reform'd, we cannot without fin and danger joyn with 
Her. 
The Church of Rome- being only a particular Church 
( and not-the Catholick Church, as ſome of her Para- 

ites would fain perſwade us ) hath no more ſecurity 
from Errour and Miſtakes than the reſt of Her Neigh- 
bours.. And therefore if this reaſon be true, ſhe cannot 
deny ( if ſhe will be ingenuous ) but that. we have a. 
juſt ground of Separation ; and conſequently are no 
Schitmaticks. And that it istrue, as it hath often been 
demonſtrated,ſo we are ready ſtillto doe-theſame again, 
whenever we ſhall be called to it. But that being no part. 
of my deſign at this time, Iſhall proceed. 


SECT. 
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It. Schiſm is a Separation from a Chriſtian 
Church. | 


S . Separation is the A, ſo a Chriſtian Church is 
A the Subject of Schiſm, 5. e. As it s a body com- 
pacted and united together by the Bandsand Ligaments 
of our common - Chriſtianity. For where there is no 
Union or Conjunction, there can be no Schiſm ; And 
therefore between Chriſtians and Jews or Mahometans 
there can be no Schiſa, becauſe rhey are not joyned 
together in any Religious Society. Now the Chriſtian 
Church may be confidered either as/it is Catholick or 
Univerſal, or as it s Particular; - | 

x. If we conſider it as Catholick and Univerſal, 
there are three ſeveral Notions of it. Sometimes it is 
taken for the Catholick Church diffyfve, i.e. for the 
whole body of Chriſtians diſperſed upon the face of 
the whole Earth ; and ſo « comprehends all Perſons, 
and all particular Churches profeiling Chriſttanity. And 
this I take to be the true and genuine notion af the ane 
holy Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, mentioncd in 
our Creed. And whoſoever thall make a Defottan or 
Separation from this Church, will be tound-gulty of a 
manitelt, dangerous, and molt abominable Schitra. 
Sometimes it is taken for the Catholick Church Re- 
preicntative, z. e. for the Prelates and Paſtors of the 
Univerſal Church, delegated by their ſeveral particu- 
lar Churches, and Aſſembled in a Council tealy free 
and general. ' And wherever we meet with ſuchan one, 
we 
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we pay all deference and regard that is due to the De- 
cilions and Determinations of it. And if any Man, or 
any. Society of Men ſhall ſet up his or their private 
Judgments againſt the publick ] at of the Church, 
declared in a Council truly free and general, and hall 
be ſo tenacious of their own opinions, as upon that ac- 
count to break Communion with the Church, I do not 
ſee, how they can be excuſed fram the fin of Schiſm. 
Sometimes it is taken for the Catholick Church virtu- 
al, and fo it is generally underſie@od by our Adverſa- 
ries, though they donot agree among themſelves. For 
ſome of them would confine the notion of the Church 
virrual to the Pope alone, others to .the Pope in Con- 
clave; ſome to the Pope in Council, but theſe ditfer 
among themſelves, ſome telling us that the Pope is a- 
bove the Council, others that the Council is above the 
Pope : Others there are, who, ro put a better Face 

n the matter, do, by the Catholick Church virtu- 
al, underſtand the Church of Reme, .and all thoſe other 
Churches which are in Communion with Her. I ſhall 
not undertake to arbitrate this difference, but-leaving 
theſe ſeveral parties to compromiſe the matter among 
themſelves, as wellas they can : I ſhall call in an un- 
exceptionable witneſs to teltife that this is the notion 
which the Church of Rome now hath of the Catholick 
Church, and that is Moyfieur de Meaux the late Biſhop 
of Condom, who in his expoſition of the Catholick Faith, 
Tc. tells us he will ſay nothing, but what ſhall bewarran- 
ted'by the Church, and to make his words good, he 
produceth great Credentials from the Pope, and many 
other great Men. "This great and learned Prelate.in his 
Expolition of the Catholick Faith, &c. hath theſe words. 
We acknowledge a Head eftallifſhed by God, . 
ro condutt his whole Flock in his paths, which *2*:Þ: 50 
Head is the Pope, as Succeſſour to St, Peter, the Prince 
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of the Apoſtles, and that the Papal Chair is the common 
Centre of- all Catholick Unity. And in another place, 
he promiſerth not to meddle with any thing 
Se. 1.9.2. 'but the Decrees of the Council of 7rext, 
' becauſe-in them the Church hath given her 
deciſion upon theſe matters now in Agitation. Which 
Council was called by the Pope's Authority only, and 
the true ſenſe of all its Decrees, (by the Bull of Pope 
Pius 4.) reſerved to beexplained by him alone. _' So 
that the great noiſe of the Catholick "Church is at laſt 
dwindled into the Roman Catholick, which we of the 
Church of Ergland, take to be a contradiftion in 7er- 
minis, the fame: with a particular Univerſal; for the 
may as well fay,that the City of Rome is all the World, 
as that the Church of Rome is the Catholick Church. 
Beſides this notion of the Catholick Church virtual is 
altogether new,having no foundation'either in the Holy 
Scriptures, or in any Primitive and Authentick Anti- 
quity, and therefore we can by no meatiis admit of it. 
* This is that Church by which, and towards which 
we are charged with the guilt of the horrible fin of 
Schiſm. And God be thanked it is no worſe, for from any 
Criqinal Schifm in this caſe, I hope we ſhall, without 
any great difficulty, be able to acquit our ſelves. 

2. If we conſider a Chriſtian Church as'it is parti- 
cular, then are we to underſtand it ofa number of 
Men profeſſing Chriſtianity, formed into a Society 
under lawful] Governours, and governed by ſuch Laws 
and Rules, as are not different from, but agreeable to 
the Laws and Rules of the Catholick Church. - And 
if any Man, or number of Men; whoare Members of 
that Society, ſhall without juſt',cauſe ſeparate them- 
ſelves from the Communion thereof; he. or they ſo 
doing are certainly guilty of Schifm. Not. is every 
occaſion which a capricious humour or diſcontent may 


ſuggeſt 
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ſuggeſt to.us, to be taken as a ſufficient ground of Se- 
paratron; Nay though there be ſomething really amiſs, 
or at feaſt we are perſuaded\that there '1s ſo',-in the: 
DoRtrine, 'vr Difcipline of that Church ' whereof: we 
are members ; yet ought we rather to ſuſpe@ our own: 
Judgments , and . ſuppreſs our own Sentiments, than 
break the unity and peace thereof. In a word, unleſs 
ſuch a- particular Church ſhall make the terms of her 
Communion ſuch as cannot becomplied with without 
ſin, *I'do not know any other juſt ground of Separation 


therefrom. , : | | 
Thus have I conſidered the ſubject of Schiſm in its 


"greateſt latituds.. - And now let us ſee how far any 


thing that may be gathered'from hence can affect the 
Church of England: i bn hs "ER 

1. If the Church of England hath made no defeQion 
from the Cathalick . Church diffuſive,. z. e. from the 


One Holy Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, which com- 


priſeth all' men and all ſocieties of men profeſſing Chri- 
{ſtianity z Nor from the Catholick Church repreſenta- 
tive, z. e. the Prelats and  Paſtours of the univerſal 
Church lawfully aflembled in a Council that 1s truly free 
and generdP"'Tf ſhe profeſs no other Doerine, nor ex- 
erciſe any other Diſcipline, than what ſhe hath re- 
ceived from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and was conſtantly 
profeſt and exerciſed by their Succellours in the primi- 
tive Church. If the be witling"ro fubmit all matters in 
difference between Her.and any other Silter-Church to 
be tried by the Holy” Scriptures, the primitiveFathers, 
and the Deciſions of the four firſt General. Councils. 
Then can ſhe not be juſtly charged with Schiſim upon 
that account, And that the doth and is willing to doe 
all- this that is here ſuppoſed, we are ready to, make 
good, -whenever our Adverſaries ſhall give us the occa- 
iron ſo to doe. 


2. If their notion of a Church virtually Catholick te 
altogether 
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altogether new, without any foundation either in the 
holy .Scriptures, or in.any primitive and authentick 
Antiquity ; then the ;power and privileges which the 
preſent Church of Rome clallengeth upon that account 
are mere nullities, and conſequently the Schiſm which 
ſhe chargeth the Church of England with upon that 
ſcore, a mere Chimera, which vaniſheth of it ſelf. If 
they think to avoid the force of this ſuppoſition, they 
mult produce ſome good and authentick Record, which 
as yet hath not been diſcovered. 

. If the Church of Rome be only a particular Church, 
and no otherwiſe Catholick than her Neighbours are, 
who profeſs the ſame common Chriſtianity. If ſhe 
can have no more power to cenſure us, than we have 
to cenſure Her, then can ſhe not without great pre- 
ſumption, and greater injuſtice, charge us with the ſin 
of Schiſm. *Tis true indeed we do not joyn in com- 
munion with her, and the reaſon why we do not, I 
have given in the third Setion. But it isas true, that 
we hold the Catholick Unity, and for the fake of that, 
they themſelves will grant, that we may lawfully de- 
part from the Unity of any pazticylar Church. 


—— 


SE GC. * 


3. Schiſm is a. Separation from the Communion . 


of a Chriftian Church. 


A S the Act of Schiſm is Separation, and the Sub- 
"A je thereof a Chriſtian Church ; ſo the Obje& in 
and about which the Separation-is made, is the Com- 
munion of that Church. Now there are three great 
Bonds of Communion, w4z, Faith, Worſhip and Go- 
vernment ; and whoſoever ſhall ſeparate either PP 
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the Catholick or ary particefar Chutch wheteof he is - 
a Member in any of theſe, I do not ſee how he or 
they fo doing can be acquitted from the guilt of Schiſm, 
unleſs the corruption in ſome one or more of theſe be 
ſo great as to render the Communion finfull t6 him 
who knows it. 


FECT. Th... 
L Of Faith as it is 4 Bojid of Communion. 


Y Faith here T underfland the eſtabliſhed Do- 
tine of the Church, thit'commionChi Wgniey; 
which we all profeſs to'own 4nd embrace,” For it 1s 


not every Dodritie that i$ rectived and taught in any 
particular Church; that is properly the Bond of Come 
munion; bit ſuch DoQrine as is of ought to be recei- 
ved by all; It is pfain, and our Adver 


rerfarics themſelies 
will acknowledge i, that we may and ought to di 


from patticukar Chutches in ſome DoQrines ; Other- 
wiſe why do they differ frocti us, from the Greek Church, 
and indeed alt- other Churches beſides. their. own: in 
many things'? On this-ſeore'is it, that we cannot re- 
ceive their new Articles of Paith, thoſe additions which 
are made unto, and thoſe alteritions which are made in 
= old arid common Chriſtiahiry, by' their Council of 
rent. . 

We believe all that is contained in the Holy Scri- 
tures to be infallibly true, all that- was ever taught by 
Chriſt and his Apoltles, and their Succeſſours the Pri- 
mitive Paſtours 'ah4 Governours*of the Church, we 
readily comply. with ;- We-belicye- allthe Articles con- 
tained in thoſe three ancient Creeds, viz that com- 


monly. called the Apofiles, b hint and the Atha» 


2 naſian. 
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nafian. We are willing ro ſubmit -to all the Deciſions 
- and the Determinations of the four firſt General Coun- 
cils, and to-any Council that is lawfully called, and 
truely free and. general. . We are ready to receive all 
Traditions that are truly Apoſtolical, and we are wil- 
ling to embrace any other truth as yet unknown to us, 
whenſoever or by whomſoever it ſhall be duly madeour 
to be ſo. And whilſt we this doe, we eannot truly be 
charged to have broken Communion with the Catholick 
Church, nor juſtly reputed Schiſmaticks therefrom. 

And as for the Church of Rome, ſhe being only a 
particular Church, hath no juriſdiftion at all over the 
Church of. Evg/and, and conſequently no more paw- 
er to cenſurg us, than we have tocenſure her ; for in 
this caſe the rule holds, (. Par in parem non habet ims 
perium ) Equals have no Authority over one another, 
And. therefore for her to impoſe her_ new Articles of 


Faith upon the Church of Erg/and, and beeauſe ſhe res. 


fufeth to receive them, and joyn Communion with her 
upon thoſe terms, preſently cry .out Schiſm, - Schiſm, 
is ſo idle, ſo vain, ſo unaccountable a Clamour, as I 
am perſwaded the Learned among them cannot. bur: 
diſapprove it. For whilſt we. hold.the Catholick Faith, 
entire, and maintain Communion with the One Holy 
Catholick and Apoſtolick Church therein ; though we 
differ from the Church of Rome, or any other parti- 
cular Church in ſome Dodtrines ; Yet 1s it impoſiible 
that we ſhould be guilty of a Schiſmatical Separation 
either from her or them. | 


—_— *” 


S E CL... 
IL Of Worſhip: as it is a-Bond of Communion. 


Y Worſhip here, I mean Publick Worſhip, and 
B that conſidered only in its Subſtantials and _ 
S 
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als, not as it is clothed with particular Modes, Rites 
and Ceremonies. Otherwife it: can be no Bond of 
Communion. The ſubſtantial and eſſential Parts of 
Publick Worſhip, Itake to be theſe, viz. Prayer, rea- 
ding the Holy Canon, interpreting the ſame, and the 
adminiſtration of the bleſſed Sacraments. Now theſe 
in divers Churches may be performed in different Man- 
ners, and with different Rites and Ceremonies, and 
yet thoſe Churches, notwithſlanding this, may ſtill 
hold Cemmunion with the Catholick Church, and 
conſequently be guilty of no Schiſmatical Separation 
therefrom, nor from one another. But if we by Wor- 
ſhip underſtand the eſtabliſhed Publick Worſhip of a 
particular Church, then are we to conſider it not as 
abſtrated from, but clothed with ſuch Modes, Rites 
and Ceremonies as are thought convenient by that 
Church. And if any one who is a Member of ſuch a 
Church ſhall, upon any pretended offence taken againſt 
any ſuch Modes, Rites and Ceremonies, ſeparate him- 
ſelf from the Publick Worſhip, I do not fee how he 
can be acquittedfrom the guilt of Schiſm. 

And this I take to be the caſe not only of the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters from the Church of England { as they 
call themſelves ) but of Engliſh Roman Catholicks too. 
For that they did hold atual Communion with us ma- 
ny years together in the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's 
Reign, and neither then, nor ever ſince did pretend to 
take any offence at the Subſtantials of our Worſhip, is 
very plain and evident. And that it was not we that 
ſeparated from them, but they rhat ſeparated from us, 
is as manifeſt ; and therefore it will concern them more 
than us, to clear themſelves fromthe ſin of Schiſm. 
And for this I know no other Plea they can make uſe 
of. than their obedience to the Univerſal Paſtour of 
God's Church; which Plea is to be conſidered under 


the next great: Bond of Communion, /z. G—_ 
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IL Of Government as it is a Bond of Communion. 


Hat our great and Univerſal Paſtour, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, did found and conſtitute a Church, 
and that he did not leave it without Laws and 
Rules to be governed by, nor without proper Gover- 
nours inveſted with Power and Authority to exert and 
execute thoſe Laws we ſtedfaſtly believe. But that he 
ever did delegate all his: Power to any Oze, or ſubſli- 
tute any One Perſon to. be the Univerſal Paſtour of 
the Church after him, we cannot believe, becauſe we 
have no ground for it either in Scripture, or in any 
primitive and authentick Antiquity. And indeed how 
ſhonld we 2 for till the Biſhops of Rome and Con/tantine- 
ple began toenvy one another's Greatneſs, and to ſtrive 
tor Supremacy, ( which was about 600 years. after 
Chriſt ) the Church was never acquainted with any 
ſuch name or thing, as is now claimed. And no ſoon- 
er did it adventure to peep-abroad, but warning, was 
given againſt it as Antichriſtian, and that by- one of 
their Popes. And when afterwards it was publickly 
uſurped, it was condemned by a general Council ; and 
they are not yet agreed among themſelves where to fix 
it. And therefore they cannot in reaſon expe that we 
ſhould build our Faith. upon ſuch an uncertain Founda- 
tion, or make that a Bond of Communion in the. 
Church, which the.Church from 600 years and upwards 
knew nothing, of. 
That Government is a Bond: of Communion in the 
Chriſtian Church, we acknowledge.; and that it was 
never lodged in the hands of any one Perſon ſince our 
Saviour, I think is very plain and evident. But where 
then doth ir reſide 2 This will beſt be known, by con- 
ſidering 
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ſidering how it is derived. That it was united in the 
Perſon of our Bleſſed Saviour, will beacknowledged on 
all hands ; and where he left it, there we are to look 
for it. Now that he leſt it with his Apoſtles, and 
made them equal ſharers therein, I think is very plain ; 
( notwithſtanding that pretence which is made by our 
Adverfaries, that it was lodged in Peter alone; a pre- 
tence which hath been ſooften, and ſo miſerably bailed 
and which if it were true would doe them no ſervice, 
that I wonder they are not aſhamed to bring it upon 
the ſtage any more.) And that from the Apoſtles it was 
derived to their Succeſſours, the Biſhops and Paſtours 
of God's Church, is the received opimion of all Anti- 
quity- And that it now lies diſperſed a» - | 
mong all the Paſtours and Biſhops of par- E*/copatus ynus 
ticular Churches, ( unleſs they be law- oe 715 wt 
fuliy called and aſlembled in Synods or pars cenerur. 
Councils ) under the Power, Protetion C/p*-% Unite 
and Aſliſtance of Civil Authority, we C— 
verily - believe. This is the notion 'we | 
have of the vilible and external Government of the 
Catholick Church, and as it hath been, fo, if there 
were occaſion for it, may it ſtill be made appear to 
have been the very notion, that all the World ( except 
thoſe who have ſubmitted to the Uſurpation of Rome ) 
ever had, and ſtill have of it to this day. Now the 
Laws and Rules by which this Government is adminiſ- 
tred, are to be found in the Holy Scriptures, in the 
Wages and Cuſtoms of the Primitive Church, and in 
the Canons and Conſtitutions of the four firſt general 
Councils. 

But if by Government, we underſtand the Govern- 
ment of particular Churches, then is it lodged m the 
Paſtours and Governours of thoſe Churches, and is to 
be adminiſtred by them according to ſuch Laws and 
Rules as areagreeable to thoſe of the Catholick Church. 


And 
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And in this caſe, it can have no influence from one Na- 
tional Church to another; for, as ſuch, they are equal ; 
and Equals have no power over one another, But who- 
ſoever is a Member of any ſuch Church, and refuſeth 
all due obedience tothe Paltours and Governours thereof, 
doth thereby contra the guilt of Schiſm. - 

Now whether the Church of England, or the Church 
of Rome, by the violation of all theſe Bonds of Commu- 
nion, havediſturbed the Peace of rhe Chriſtian Church, 
broken the Unity of the Univerſal, and of all particular 
Churches, and thereby incurred the guilt of Schiſm ; 
you may take a proſpect in this ſhort parallel which 1 
thall now lay before you. i 

x, As for Faith conſidered as a Bond of Communion. 
What the Church of Eng/and believes, and what ſhe is 
ready and willing to comply with, I have told you in 
the 67h. Se. But the Church of Rome not contented 
therewith, added tothe ſacred Canon ſome Apocryphal 
Books, which were never before received either into 
the Jewiſh or Chriſtian Canon. - And as if the revea- 
led Will of God were an imperfect Rule, the undertakes 
to ſupply the defects of it, by groundleſs Traditions. 
She makes new Creeds (witneſs the Trent Creed) and 
that both wirhour the conſent of the preſent, and againſt 
the Doctrine and Practice of ancient Churches. Now 
whickof theſe hath violated this Bond of Communion, 
Judge ye. 

2. As tor Worthip conſidered as a Bond of Commu- 
nion,. I have given y ou our Sentiments of it, and told 
you wherein it conliits in the 77h. Set. Now how fat 
the Church of Rome hath corrupted that pure Worſhip 
of God, both by her ſubtractions and additions, I thall 
briefly acquaint-you. As for Prayer it muſt be perfor- 
med in publick 1n an unknown tongue, which the pco-, 
ple underſtand not. So that they muſt not know whar 

they pray tor, and conſequently cannot with any true 
devotion 
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devotion ſay, Amen, It muſt be offeredto Saints and 
Angels,and not immediately to God, who glories to be ſti- 
led a God hearing prayers: and this we take to be an 
Act of Religious Worſhip due to the Creatour only, but 
by them paid to Creatures. As for the reading of Holy 
Scriptures, if any portion of them be read in publick, it 
muſt be in Latin, a Language not underſtood by the 
People, and therefore impoſſible for them to beinſtru- 
Qed by it. It is true indeed they fometimes interpret 
ſome portion of Scripture, by preaching in the Vulgar 
Language ; but then the people muſt take all they ſay 
upon truſt, they muſt not without ſpecial leave be at- 
lowed the Bible: in their own Language, no not in pri- 
vate, leſt with the Noble Bereans, they ſhontd examine 
whether thoſe things be ſo or no. As for the Sacra- 
ments, they have added five that were never inſtifuted 
by Chriſt, and taken away half of one of thofe, which 
they cannot but own was of his Inſtitution ; 2. e. they 
deprivethe Laity of the Cup in the Lord's Supper ; be- 
ſides thoſe many Superſtitions which they have inter- 
mix'd, and therewith corrupted the pure and primitive 
Worſhip of God. Now let any indifferent Perſon judge, 
whether they or we have violated this Bond of Commu- 
nion, and confequently which of us may be charged 
with Schiſm. 

3. As for Government confidered as a Bond of Com- 
munion. Whar our thoughts are of ir, you may ſeein 
the beginning of this Sect. Now how far the Church of 
Rome doth difter, not onlv from us, but from the Ca- 
tholick Church both ancient and modern, and from-all 
other particular Churches in this point, will appear, if 
we conſider: That the uſurps a Dominion condemned 
as Antichriſtian by one of their own Popes, diſowned 
by the whole Church at that time, and which we at 
preſent cannot own without betraying the Liberty of 
the Church. That by virtue of this Uſurped _— 
"ns 
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ſhe impoſeth unreaſonable and unlawfull conditions of 
Communion, and for non-compliance therewith extom- 
municates not only the Church of England, bur, as ſome 
will tell you, three parts of the Chriſtian World beſides. 
Now if the Church of Rome by ſetting up and exerciſing 
this Exorbitant power, hath broken this Bond of Com- 
munion, * then who is chargeable with the Schiſm, 
Judge ye. 


SECHI. © 


1v.$ chiſm is a voluntary and cauſeleſs Separa- 


tion from the Communion of a Chriſtian Church. 


fi are the two conditions of Schiſm, it muſt be 
voluntary and cauſeleſs ; and from theſe two con- 
ditions it receives its greateſt aggravation, and becomes 
a {in of the deepeſt dye and greateſt guilt. 

I. 1t muſt be a Voluntary Separation. 

I call it Voluntary, to diſtinguiſh ſin from puniſh- 
ment, ſchiſm from excommunication; for though by 


_ the latter a man be caſt out of the Church, and made 


no member thereof ; yet ſtrictly ſpeaking, he is there- 
by ſeparated from the Church, and doth not ſeparate 
himſelf. *Tis true that every ſin is a voluntary a in 
the ſinner, but doth that excuſe him ? or rather doth 
it not aggravate his guilt? If a man be ſeparated from 
the communion of the Church by ſome prelling necef- 
ſity, this may be his misfortune and not his fault : Or 
if a man be under a conſtraint, and have a force put 
upon him ; if he be frighted with threats and menaces, 
or wheadled with promiſes and allurements ; if his fears 
and hopes, thoſe two prevalent paſſions in man, be 
raiſed to that height, as to darken his underſtanding 
and overpower- his will ; theſe circumſtances may ex- 

| tenuate 
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tenuate though they cannot altogether excuſe his guilt. 
But when a man doeth an evil action not by chance, but 
of choice ; not by force, but by inclination ; not raſh- 
ly and inconſiderately, but deliberately and adviſedly ; 
this makes his ſin to be exceeding ſinfull. For thereby 
the Schiſmatick puts himſelf out of the ordinary way 
and means of ſalvation , divideth the body of Chriſt, 
deſpiſeth and condemneth the Church of God, and 
breaketh the bond of peace, which ought to be kept in- 
tire and inviolate. And therefore do I make this a 
Condition of Schiſm, becauſe if we can ſuppoſe a Se- 
paration from the communion of the Church to be in- 
voluntary, it will not deſerve that name. 


A—_ 


$ ET py Sp © 


II. It muſt be a Cauſeleſs Separation, &C. 
T HAT Schiſm in it ſelf is a great and grievous ſin, 


and in its conſequences extremely miſchievous to 
the Church of God, and to the Schilmatick himſelf, is 
agreed on all hands. - But how much greater muſt the 
ſin needs be when thereby all this guilt is contracted, 
and all this miſchief done without any cauſe, z, e. with- 
out any ſufficient cauſe? 

Now a Separation may be conſidered either as 1t re- 
lates to the Catholick, or Particular Churches. And 
then a Separation from the Catholick Church taken 1n 
the molt comprehenſive ſenſe, is not Schiſm but Apo- 
ſtaſie, and it will be impotlible for any man to find a 
ſufficient reaſon for that. 

But if it be conſidered as a ſeparation from the com- 
munion of ſome particular Church, then it is implied 
that poſſibly there may be ſuch cauſe given, as may 
uſtifie the Separation ; and if ſo, then the guilt of 

D 2 Schiſm 
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Schiſm will lie at the door of that Church which gives 
fuch cauſe, and not at his or theirs who ſeparate there- 
from. Now I have already told you, that I know no 
cauſe which can jutifie ſuch a Separation, fave onely 
this, when a Church makes the terms of her communi- 
on ſuch as cannot be complied withall without fin. 
And in this caſe methinks it is very plain, That it can- 
not be fin to ſeparate, when it is fin to communicate ; 
for no Laws of Men can abrogate or diſlolve the obli- 
gation of the expreſs Laws of God. But if there be no 
ſuch cauſe, then to break communion with any Chriſti- 
an Church, upon -any other accqunt, will amount to 
a Cauſeleſs Separation , and conſequently incur the 
guilt of Schiſm. | 

If therefore the Church of Erg/and ever did, or now 
doth forſake the communion of the One Holy Catholick 
and Apoſtolick Church ; or if ſhe ever did, or now doth 
voluntarily and cauſelefly break communioa with any 
particular Chriſtian Church, then may there be ſome 
colour to charge her with the ſinof Schiſm; but ifnone 
of all this can be made appear againſt her, then ought 
ſhe to be acquitted of that charge. Now whether any 
fuch thing can be made out againſt her, or whether 
the whole charge will not fall heavy upon the Church 
of Rome, willappear in the ſequel of this Diſcourſe. 


— 
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V. Schiſm is a Separation from the Communi- 
on of that Church of which we are Members. 


Jas is the laſt part of our Definition, and I add theſe 
words (of which weare Members) becauſe Schiſm 
importsa Diviſion of ſome united and well compaQted 
Body,or a making two of that which before was but one. 
On this ſcore 1s it, that wecannot charge 7arks, Pagans 
M and 
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and Jews with Schifm, becauſe they never wefe of the 
Chriftian Church, nor joyned with her in any Religious 
Society. And here the Church will be at a grear loſs 
how to fix the guilt of Schiſm upon the Church of Erg- 
land, for if we neither are nor ever of right ought to have 
been under the Government of that Church, then hath 
ſhe no Juriſdiction over us, nor do we owe her any ſub- 


jeion and obedience, and conſequently cannot be guil- 


ty of Schiſm towards her, nor hath ſhe any power to 
cenſure us for it. We own her to bea Siſter-Church,and 
a true,though unſound Member of the CatholickChurch, 
and ſo far as the holds the Catholick Faith and Worſhip, 
we are ready and willing to hold Communion withher. 
But we cannot ſubmit to- her Uſurpations, nor commu- 
nicate with her in thoſe Errours, Abuſes, Superſtitions, Ad- 
ditions, SubtraQtions and Alterations, by which ſhe hath 
ſo grolly corrupted the pure and primitive Faith and 
Worſhip of God's Church. 
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SECT. XI. 


The Church of England acquitted from the 
Scandal of Schiſm. 


[| F this Definition of Schiſm be allowed, (as I ſee no 
cauſe why they ſhould diſown it) and not applicable 
to the Church of Exg/and, then is: ſhe unjuſtly charged 
with the guilt of Schiſm by the Church of Rome. Now 
whether it be applicable to the Church of England will 
appear, by taking a review of the ſeveral parts of it. 
1. Schiſm isa Separation, 2. e. a breach of Unity, or 
a dividing of ſome well compacted Body. And here we 
are charged for breaking the Unity,and dividing the Bo- 
dy of the Roman Catholick Church, as they call it. To 
which I anſwer, if that Church were truly Catholick = 
tner 
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her in reſpect of place or Doctrine, this charge would 
lie heavy upon us; but being neither, we ſhall be able 
with leſs difficulty to anſwer this ObjeCion. It mult be 
acknowledged that the Church of Rome, at the time of 
the Reformation, and ſome Jong time before that had 
uſurped a certain Power and Dominion over us ; and 
had exerted the ſame in ſuch extravagant 1mpoſitions as 
at lait became too heavy for us to bear. T hat Church 
had indeed by a long cuſtome gained ſuch an aſcendent 
over our Forc-fathers, that,the had enſlaved their Judge- 
| ments, and obtruded what ſhe pleaſed upon them ; the 
had unawares led them into manv Errours in Doctrine, 
many Superſtitions in Worſhip, and almo!t ſwallowed up 
their Liberty in Point of Government. At lengrh it plea- 
ſed God to open the Eyes of our Fore-tathers, to ſee the 
ſlavery and bondage they were in, and how far they were 
gone from the Unity of the Catholick Church, both in 
| Faith, in Worſhip, and in Government. Toretrieve them- 
ſelves, many Efforts were made, and great Endeavours 
uſed tor a Reformation. But none of thoſe prevailing, 
| they at laſt bethought themſelves of caſting ott rhe Ko- 
man yoke,which by the aſliſtance of the Civil Authority, 
. not in tumultuary, but in a regular way was etlected ; 
and when that was done, then upon mature deliberation 
| they reform thoſe other abuſes which were crept ina- 
| mong them. Whether this broke Catholick Unity or no, p 
| let the World judge. 
| If this be a Schiſm, we muſt own our ſelves guilty of 
it, but we ſee no reaſon to own it to be ſo yer, tor in all 
this we have done nothing but what weareable to julti- 
fie before all the World. For even our Adverſaries them- 
ſelves will not deny, but that a National Church hath 
| power in it ſclf to retorm abuſes within it felt. But it | 
| may be they will tell us, that we are not a Church, but | 
-a faction,or party made up of Schiſmaticks and Hereticks | 


broke looſe trom the Church. If this were true, we ſhould 
have 
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have little to ſay for our ſelves, but a bare accuſation is 
no proof. They may do well therefore to recolle& them- 
ſelves, and conſider, that before Auſtin the Monk ſet his 
Foot in Ergland, there was a Chriſtian Church ſettled 
here under lawfull Governours ; which Church oppoſed 
the proceeding of that proud Monk, and denyed obe- 
dience to the See of Rome, for which they ſeverely ſuffe- 
red. If notwithſtanding all this, our Adverſaries ſhall,as 
they frequently do, revive that old thred-bare queſtion, 
ſo often baffled; Where was your Church before the Re- 
formation 2? Our anſwer is ready, it was where it is, the 
ſame for ſubſtance now, that it was then; It is indeed 
reformed and repaired, but not made new ; There 1s 
not one ſtone of a new foundation laid by us, the old 
Walls ſtand (till, only the overcaſting of thoſe ancient 
ſtones with the untempered Mortar of new- inventions 
diſpleaſed us, and that we waſhed off. What their own 
Durandus faith of material Churches, is very 

applicable to the Spiritual. If the wall be 2:77 KR 
decayed not at once, but ſucceſſively ; it is 

judged ſtill the fame Church ; and (upon reparation) 
not to be reconſecrated, but only reconciled. If there- 
fore our Church be the ſame for ſubſtance now, that it 
was before the Reformation, then it is plain that by our 
Reformation we made no Separation from the Church ; 
we only laid aſide the corruptions, z. e. thoſe unſound and 
unwholeſome additions, which the Church of Rome had 
made tothe ancient Structure of Chriſt's Religion ; and 
when thoſe were removed, the Church which was by 
them obſcured,appeared again in her primitive Luſtreand 
Beauty. Now if the Church be the fame ſti]l,it will neceſ- 
farily follow,that we who are of that Church do now hold 
the ſame Communion in all the Subſtantials and Eſſen- 
tials of Religion with all other Chriſtian Churches, that 
we did before. For as to all the Efentials of a Church 
we hold the ſame Faith, the ſame Worſhip, and the ſame 
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Government now, that we did before the Reformation ; 
2nd which now is, and always hath been ow ned by the 
Catholick Church in all Ages. And if fo, then can we 
not poſſibly be guilty of any Schifmatical Separation. 

2. Schifm is a Separation from a Chriſ:1an Church, 
z. e. from ſuch a Society berween which and us there is 
or ought to be a Religious Union and Conjunction. 
That we cannot upon that ſcore be juſtly charged with 
any Schiſmatical Separation, eirher from the Catholick, 
or any particular Chriitan Church, I hope is ſufficient- 
ly madeout in the 4th. SeR. of this Diſcourſe, to which 
I refer the Reader, being unwilling either to give him 
or my ſelf an unneceflary trouble. 

3- Schiſm is a Separation from the Communion of a 
Chriſtian Church, in Faith, Worſhip and Government, 
conſidered as Bonds of Communion. And here we are 
roundly charged by the Church of Rome, with a Schifſ- 
matical Separation from her, and a manifeſt breach of 
alf thefe great Bonds of Commimion. Bur having in the 
beginning of this SeQ. I hope, ſufficiently vindicated 
the Church of Erg/axd from any Schiſmatical Separa- 
tion from the Carholick or any other Chriſtian Church, 
in her Reformation ; and cleared her innocency as tothe 
breach of any of theſe great Bonds of Communion, in 
the 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th, SeRions,; T ſhall not need to 
fay any more of it here. There is onfy one thing which. 
as \et Thave taken no notice of, and with which they of- 
tentwit us,viz. The Derivacrion ef our Orders fromthem. 

Mr. Harding inhis anſwer to Biſhop Fewel's Apology * 
doth mightily trumph im this,teflingus,That a Church 
cannot fublilt without law full Paftours and Governours, 
that there can be none ſuch without lawfull Ordination 
by 1mpolition of hands ; that we neither have nor ever 
bad any ſuch but from the Church of Rome ; that thoſe 
who rece:ved that power from her, becoming Schiſma-, 
ticksand Hereticks by their Separation from her, fortei- 

ted 
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ted that power, and could not convey it to others ; that 
therefore we have now no ſuch thing as lawſull Prieſts 
and Biſhops among us, without which we cannot be a 
Church ; that herein we have brokea the great Bond of 
Communion, viz. Government, by departing from that 
Church from which ours had its Being; and therefore can- 
not be excuſed from the ſin of Schitm. To this B. Fewe/ 
hath given a. long, learned and' full anſwer, to which I 
ſhall refer the-Reader. He may find: it in. the ſecond part 
of the defence of the Apology of the Church of Eag/and, 
Chap. 5. Diviſion 1. But to thew you in how empty and 
inſignificant a. ſhow this mighty triumph ends, I ſhall 
here offer ſome few things to conſideration. 

I, That the conferringof Orders giveth-no Power or 
Juriſdiction ta him-ar them by whom they are conter- 
red, over him or them on whom they are conferred. For, 
do we not know, that the Biſhop of Rome is always con- 
ſecrated by the Biſhop of Zo#4a, and yet I hope they will 
not ſay. that the Biſhop of ez is therefore above the 
Bilbop of Rome. 

2, Lctit be granted that we derive our Orders from 
the Church: of Rome, (not as from the Fountain or Ori- 
ginal of Orders, but as from the conduct or meanyofcen- 
veyance) would ask this queſtion,do they believetheir 
Orders ta be good and valid, or not? It not, why do- 
they preſume ta exerciſe thoſg'high and holy FunRtians 
to which they are admitted thereby > If they do; then 
our Orders: muſt; be good: and. valid too, and\' we: have 
as good right as ws bave to that'Succeſſion which 
they ſo much. boaſt of. | 

3. That the Biſhops and Paſtours of the Church of 
Eng/aud axe true and rightfull Succeſlours to thoſe thar 
have been before them, being elected, conſecrated, con- 
firmed and admitted in as ctteftual a manner as they 
were. If their Predecefſours were deceived in any thing, 
they ſucceed them in Place, but not in Errour. For 

E though 


| IE eo. + 


( 32) 


though they were indeed their Predeceſſours in Office, 
yet were they not the Rulers. and Standards of their 
Faith. And it cannot be denyed but that a Succeſlion in 
Faith and Do@trrine, is far more conſiderable than a Suc- 
ceſſion of Perſons, and that (God be thanked) we are a- 
ble to make good from the pure and uncorrupted Foyn- 
tain. In Doctrine therefore we ſucceed the Churck of 
Rome, as the Day ſucceedeth the Night, as the Light 
ſucceedeth Darknefs,and as Truth ſucceedeth Errour. 

4. That thoſe Biſhops and Paſtours who have once 
been duly elected, conſecrated, confirmed and admitted 
inand tothoſe facred FunAions,do not by departing from 
the Errours and Superſtitions of any other Church, 
"(though it be that from which they received their Or- 
ders) loſe the power that was thereby committed to. 
them, but are ſtill in a capacity to convey the ſame 
unto others. ; 

- 5, That the Biſhops and Paſtours of the Church of 
England being legally poſſeſſed of, having duly exerted, 
ns conſtantly and regularly exerciſed this power ; the 
Orders conferred by them by virtue thereof, are to all 
intents and purpoſes good and valid, and conſequently 
our Church cannot be ſaid to want true and lawful Pa- 
{tours'and Governours. 

+6. That though rhe Church of Eg/and, in her Refor- 
mation, have caſt off the Uſurpations, and laid aſide the 
corruptions of the Church of Rome, yet hath ſhe not 
thereby broken any Bond of Communion with the 
Chriſtian Church;and therefore cannot juſtly be charged 
with the guilt of Schiſm. For whilſt ſhe holds faſt thoſe 
three great Bonds of Communion, vz. Faith, Worſhip, 
and Government, in all the ſubſtantial and eſſential Parts 
thereof, the guilt of that horrid Schiſm, which hath fo 
much bruiſed and wounded, rent. and torn the Church 
of God, can never be laid at her door. 

_ Theſe things I thought good to offer to conſideration, 
and 
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and when they are ſeriouſly and deliberately weighed, 1 
do not doubt, but that the ingenuous Reader will ſo well 
improve them,as to ſatisfie himſelf and others, that all this 
mighty triumph isno more thanavain andempty ſhow. 

4. Schiſm is a voluntary and cauſcleſs Separation from 
the Communion of a Chriſtian Church, z. e. When men 
have full liberty to mak their own choice, having 
no force nor conſtraint put upon their inclinations ; nor ' 
any cauſe or occaſion given to jultifie their” Separation ; 
then may they be truly faid to act voluntarily and with- 
out cauſe. And if this be our caſe, we muſt confeſs our 
ſelves guilty of Schiſm, but it not, then are we unjuſtly 
charged with it. p 

That our receſſion from the Church 'of Rome,was not 
a voluntary aft in us, but a neceſſity upon us, occaſion- 
ed by force and violence, con:traint and compuliion, is. 
plain and evident. We did not attemprta Separation, but 
only deſired a Reformation, that ſo we mjght walk to- 
gether in the Houſe of God as friends; If they would 
have hearkne&reus, and removed thoſe errours and abu- 
ſes, thoſe ſuperſtitions and corruprions, that tyranny and 
uſurpation, which they had introduced 1into the Faith, 
Worihip and Government of Chriſt's Church,we had till 
peaceably continued in Communion with them. But fo 
far were they from hearkning to theſe our jult deſires, 
that inſtead thereof, we were menaced with fireand fa- 

ot, with Imprifonment, with confiſcation of our Eſtates, 
with all kind of ſufferings, and even death it 1elf, if we 
refuſed to comply with their Corruptions and Innovati- 
ons. 'And thetetore we may truly 'fay with 
the Learned Cauſaubon, Non fugimus Jed fu- Co ad 
gamur,Wedid not run away fromthem, but b 
were driven away by-them. '. : 

But yet notwithſtanding all this force and violence, if 
we had not ſufficient caule to jultiftie our recetlion, we 
mult (till be-criminal ;- for we are-of opinion with D#0- 
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#yfius Alex. inhis Epiſtle to Novateus, That 
44% 6. any thing muſt rather be born, than that 
TP we ſhould rend aſunder the Church of God. 
But alas we had too great cauſe for what we did ; The 
Church of Reme had corrupted the Faith of God's Church 
with her unwarramable additions and altcrations ; The 
primitive beauty and purity of God's Worſhip ſhe had 
defaced with Superſtitions : That goodly and wellcom- 
paQted ſtruQture of Goverament which had been erec- 
ted and eſtabliſhed in the Church of God, the had quite 
demoliſhed ; and imftead thereofhad erected an unheard 
of tyrannical Goverament unknown to the primitive 
Church, and condemned by all other Churches, ever 
ſince it aÞpeared in the World. In a word the had made 


the rerms of her Communion ſuch, ascould not becom- 


plyed with without fin; and whea it is fin to communi- 
cate, it cannot be ſin to ſeparate. 

Thus much 1 hope may- ſuffice, to ſatisfic any indiffe- 
rent and ny icd Reader, that the receſſion of 
rhe Church of Z»g/and, from that of Rowe in her Refor- 
mation, was neither owing to a dividing humour, nor 
without jaſt cauſe. And-therefore the 3s unjuſtly char- 
ged with theguilt of Schiſm by the Church of Rome up- 
on that account. | 

5. Schiſm is a voluntary and cauſeleſs Separation 
from the Communion of a Chriſtian Church of which 
we are Members, 5.e. 'which hath a Juriſdiction over 
us, and to which we- owe :Sabxdion and -Obedjence. 
Schiſm imports a breach-of Unny, a dividing of thatBo- 
dy which before was but one ; it implies. the caſting off 
of a lawfull Juriſdiction, to which we were obliged to 
yield Subjetion. and:Obedience. Now if we neither are, 
nor. ever were of right Subjets of that Church ; if we 
neither are, nor ever were ſuch parts of that Body as are 
todepend upon the Head of it, then can we not jultly be 
charged with breaking/the Unity of that Church, - di- 
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viding of that Body, becauſe.that Church;!or that Body 
dorh (till remain the ſame it was notwithſtanding our 
receſſion therefrom. And if it neither hath,nor ever had 
=ny lawfull Juriſdiction oveF&, then we neithaxdo, nor 
ever did owe any ſubjecian or obedience thereunrs; and 
therefore cannot without greatinjuſtice becharged with 
2 Schiſmatical Separation therefrom. 

To prove this Negative,would require x much longer 
Diſcourſe than is now deſigned; and therefore at prelent 
I ſhall only ſay, that this weinſfift upon. That the Church 
of Englaxd neither is,nor ever was by. any divine Aurtho- 
rity bound to be in obedience to the Church of Rowe. 
And when ever they -_ to- make their claim, we are 
ready to defend our felves againſt it. In the mean time, 
till chey make this good, they havenoreaſon tobrandus, 
(as hitherto they have unjuſtly done) with the 'odious 
Names of Schifmaticks and Hereticks. * 

Thus have I taken a review of the ſeveral parts of the 
Definition, which (if ithe allowed) will fawrly acquit the 
Church of Sug/aud. from the guilt of Schiſm. And now 
ket us ſee, whether the Church of Rome can fo well 
diſcharge her felt of it. | 


SE CT. 'XBI. 
The Church of Rome guilty of that Schiſm, with 
-which they charge the Church f England. 


JT is a rule generally allowed, that ;the Cauſe makes 
the Schiſm, If trheChurch gives cauſe of Separation, 
there is the Schiſm; if not, the cauſe of Schiſm isin the 
Separatiſt, So that where: the cauſes: found, there the 
charge of Schiſmreſleth. If therefarethe Church of Rome 
hath given juſt cauſe of Separation from her, thenis.the 
cauſally guilty of that \Schiſm'; and Iam _ _ 
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hardly be able to acquit herſelf from being ſo, of almoſt 
alt other Schiſms in rhe Church. 

Their ingenuous Cafſarder confeſſeth, that the Roman 
Caſ3.de oc. Church is. B& a little changed from her 
bon vers, ce, ancient beauty and brightneſs, and that ſhe 
is deformed with many diſeaſes, and vicious diltempers. 
And being thus ſick, St. Bernhard undertakes to be her 
Phyſician, and preſcribes her a Diet, which he tells us 
B:rnh.de vi- muſt be profitable though unpleafing ; 7. e. 
ea ſole. the ought to be reproved, anda Reformati- 
on required. And it thereupon an offence be taken, the 
Bernh. ad Hug. fame St. Bernhard (hall acquaint you where 
de Sanft» wt. the ſcandal willreſt, When faults are taxed, 
Epiſt. 77- and ſcandal grows thereupon. He is the 
cauſe of the ſcandal, who did that which was worthy. to 
be reproved, not he thatreproved the ill doer. And that 
the Church of Reme hath given occaſion both to the re- 
Ora. preſ” Proof and ſcandal, let their own Preſident 
Conril. Tre 1n the Councibof 7rent inform you; 'Who 
dent. Sefſ 11- faith, That the Depravatiou and Corruption 
of Diſcipline and Manners in the Church of Rome, was in 
a great meaſure the Cauſe and Origznal of all thoſe Schiſms 
and Hereſfies, which then troubled the Church. 

But that it may appear that I have a deſire to deal 
fairly and friendly With them, T ſhall here preſent them 
with a, Copy of their Charge, and give them time.to 
plead to-it: The Charge was long fince drawn up by 
two great. ;men of our Church, viz; Biſhop. Zell, .and 
Biſhop Bramhal, and never yet pleaded to that I know, 
much leſs cleared. '' S TT 

Biſhop Hall in a little Book intituled 7The Old Religt- 
on, dedicated to his Dioceſs of Exeter, chap. 4. la) s down 
their Charge in theſe-five particulars + 
"1. Nothing ctn:be-mMore' plan, "than that'the Roman is 
a particular Church; as the' Fathers of "Baſil well diſtin- 

guiſh it ;not the Univer ſal 5 though we-take in the C _—_ 
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of ber ſubordination or correſpondence. This truth we might make 
good by authority, if our very ſenſes did nct ſave us rhe labonr. 

2. Na particular Church ( ta ſay nothing of the Uionſoſfope 
the Apo times ) can have þ to make a fundamental pomt 
of Faub ; It may explain or declare, it cannot create Articles. 

3- Only an Errour againſt a point of Faub, is Hereſie. 

4. Thoſe points wherein we differ from Romaniſts are 'they,, 
wy only the Church of Rome hath made, fundamental, and, of . 
Faith.- TA, | | 
5. The Reformed, thereforg being by. that Church illegally con- 
demmed for thoſe points, are not Heretcks. 

This I take to be a fair diſcharge for the Church of England 
from that foul aſperſion which hath been caft upon:her-by the 
Church of Rome.. Bur Biſhop Bramhal chargeth them more.. 
home, , and. parficutarty in five Articles more, and lays the-. 
ſin at their door. 

I. The Church of Rome uſurps an higher place and power in the. 
Body Eccleſiaſtical, than of right is due unto ber. 

2. She ſeperateth, both by her . DofFrines and Cenſures,, three. 
« parts of the Chriſtian World from ber Communion, and. as much. 
as in her lies, from the Communion of Chriſt. 

. 3- She rebelleth againſt general Councils, 

4 She breaks, or takes away all the lines of Apoſtolical Succeſſion. 
except ber own; and appropriates all Original furi/dittion to her ſelf. 

5. She challenges a temporal. power over Princes, either djrettly 
or mndiretly ; which draws Sedjtion and Rebellion. after it, and is- 
ne ſmall aggravation of their Schiſm. 

Theſe are the things we charge them with.; if they can. 
truly plead not guilty thereunto, then arewe criminal ; But 
if they cannot,. if theſe things be really 'trus, then are they 
cauſally guilty of that Schiſm with which they would charge , 
us ; and the whole weight withall the dreadfull conſequences 
_— will lie at their doors, and be an heavy burthen up- 
on tnem, 


—— 


The Concluſion. 
s hr there is, and for a long time hath been a — and' 


who- 
have 


grievous Schiſm in the Church, and that t 


i Dence of 129 ear 
ry nj a CE I 
— the - of the Schiſm mfg 
h Apr qt } Church'of | 


Rome with it.; 

we may all. tip don 

Peace; yiE eral} x NT and ani 
ent and xr Tk and 


rather 

its bi, wt aff py ting __ 

well ſatisfied. therein, that af" T x eodban Jiv 
dis n the Communion ends iran 


oe ures 


Prayers, but- hardy nk Boer 

| pf ro be; Le. {rnd 

_ ir would well become us,in pFmaront coi ES 

Apoſtle's Rule, which bids us, Follow — Ter all Mer, nd 
Wh:bout which no Man ſhall 


Holineſs, : 
i+ Nw fa rn EEREED brbe Bloud 
our efus, t ; througbrhe 
of the puree C, in all good Works, 


I perfect 
50 do bis Will, SOLACE aan m bis fight, 
tbraxg h Juha he raj for and. evey, Arneh, 
Hobii $1-96i20a i: G EE as le 
ev; ” 


